
Contributors

‘Gbenga Aina is a deaf Nigerian lawyer and director of the Office of Diversity and Equity for 
Students at Gallaudet University with oversight of the Keeping the Promise black and Latino 
student retention program, LGBTQA Resource Center, and multicultural student programs.

Arlinda S. Boland is a deaf American woman and a graduate of Gallaudet University’s 
master’s program in international development. Her thesis focused on the accessibility of 
HIV/AIDS services to deaf people in the Kwa-Zulu Natal region, South Africa. She is cur-
rently working as a development officer in Cambodia.

Jan-Kåre Breivik is professor of community work at Bergen University College. He is a 
hearing Norwegian anthropologist writing about minority issues such as deafness, home-
lessness, disability, ethnicity, and gender.

Meredith Burke is a DeafDisabled woman from the United States who received her mas-
ter’s degree in deaf studies with a concentration in cultural studies from Gallaudet Univer-
sity. She currently teaches disability studies as a contract instructor at Gallaudet University. 

Noppawan Chainarong is a deaf woman from Bangkok, Thailand, who received her mas-
ter’s degree in deaf studies with a concentration in cultural studies from Gallaudet Univer-
sity. She currently works at the English Language Institute, Office of the Basic Education 
Commission, Ministry of Education, Thailand. 

Vee Yee Chong is a deaf Chinese man from Malaysia who received his master’s degree in 
deaf studies with a concentration in cultural studies from Gallaudet University. As a PhD 
student in social science at the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, his current research 
focuses on deaf identity and culture.

Audrey C. Cooper is a lecturer in the Department of Anthropology at American University, 
Washington, DC. She is a hearing anthropologist from the United States whose research 
focuses on deaf education and deaf social change movements in Việt Nam.

Onno Crasborn is an associate professor of linguistics at Radboud University, Nijmegen, 
the Netherlands. He is a hearing Dutch linguist who has been working on the linguistics of 
the Sign Language of the Netherlands since 1995.

Jess Cuculick is an assistant professor in the Liberal Studies Department at Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology in Rochester, New York. She is a deaf American who teaches sociology. 
Her research focuses on social media, deaf education, and public health.

Maartje De Meulder is a Belgian deaf PhD researcher at the University of Jyväskylä in 
Finland. Her current research mainly focuses on the development of sign language recogni-
tion legislation in Finland and Scotland.
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Steven D. Emery is a deaf political activist who has undertaken several work roles with the 
UK Deaf community, including development work, counseling, advice work and academic 
research. His PhD thesis was on citizenship and the deaf community and he has also under-
taken research around genetics and group rights.

Michele Friedner is an assistant professor of health and rehabilitation sciences at Stony 
Brook University. She is a deaf American medical anthropologist who studies deaf peoples’ 
social, moral, political, and economic practices in urban India.

E. Mara Green is a postdoctoral researcher at the University of California San Diego. She 
is a hearing American linguistic anthropologist who has conducted long-term research in 
Nepal with deaf signers.

Mike Gulliver is currently a research associate in religion and Deaf history at the Univer-
sity of Bristol. He is a hearing British historian and geographer whose historical research 
focuses on “Deaf space” in France and the United Kingdom.

Hilde Haualand is a Norwegian deaf social anthropologist who focuses on disability and 
Deaf social and cultural themes. She is currently a postdoctoral researcher at the Faculty of 
Teacher and Interpreter Education at Sør-Trøndelag University College.

Anja Hiddinga is an assistant professor at the Department of Social and Behavioral Sci-
ences at the University of Amsterdam in the Netherlands. She is a hearing social scientist 
interested in the sociology and anthropology of health, disease, normality, and disability.

Deniz İlkbaşaran is a hearing Turkish scholar who studies the cultural heritage and com-
municative practices of deaf people in Turkey and designs multilingual interactive learning 
environments for deaf people.

Christopher A. N. Kurz is a Deaf associate professor at Rochester Institute of Technology in 
Rochester, New York. His current research focuses on deaf studies, mathematics and science 
education, and technology in education.

Annelies Kusters is a postdoctoral researcher at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of 
Religious and Ethnic Diversity in Göttingen, Germany. She is a Belgian deaf ethnographer 
whose interests are deaf studies, anthropology, human geography, and sociolinguistics. She 
has conducted research in Surinam, Ghana, and India.

Paddy Ladd is a former reader at the (now defunct) Centre for Deaf Studies, Bristol, 
England. He coined the “Deafhood” concept and in his current writing he focuses on Deaf-
hood pedagogies.

Elizabeth M. Lockwood is CBM’s representative at the United Nations. She is a hearing 
American ethnographer who is interested in deaf peoples’ social and political movements.

Philippa Merricks, a British deaf woman, currently works for Deafway, a UK-based deaf 
organization with projects in the United Kingdom, Nepal, Uganda, and the Philippines, and 
has worked in various international deaf events and organizations including the European 
Union of the Deaf Youth.

Rezenet Tsegay Moges is an archaeological graphics director at SRS Inc. She is a Deaf 
Eritrean-American linguistic anthropologist who focused on Eritrean Sign Language for her 
master’s degree in anthropology.

Erin Moriarty Harrelson is a deaf researcher from the United States and a PhD candidate in 
the Department of Anthropology at American University. She recently returned from field-
work in Cambodia where she was the 2014–2015 Fulbright-National Geographic Digital 
Storytelling Fellow. Her research interests include Deaf subjectivities, tourism, international 
development projects, and NGOs.
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Khadijat Rashid is a professor in the business and international development programs 
at Gallaudet University. She is a deaf American of Nigerian origin who has worked with 
development projects for the deaf communities in South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, and Thailand. 

Elena Ruiz-Williams is a multiracial/multiethnic Xicanx Deaf teacher, writer, and activist 
in the United States. She received a master’s degree in Deaf cultural studies from Gallaudet 
University.

Pierre Schmitt is a PhD candidate in social anthropology and ethnology at the School for 
Advanced Studies in Social Sciences (EHESS) in Paris. He is a hearing French anthropol-
ogist whose work focuses on sign language artistic practices and networks at local and 
international levels.

Per Koren Solvang is a Norwegian hearing sociologist and disability studies scholar. He is 
currently professor of rehabilitation at Oslo and Akershus University College of Applied 
Sciences.

Michael Steven Stein is a deaf American attorney and partner with the firm Stein & Vargas, 
LLP, a law firm that advocates for the rights of people with disabilities. He is also executive 
director of Deaf We Can, a 501(c)(3) organization that helps deaf people advocate for their 
own legal rights.

Outi Toura-Jensen, a deaf Finnish woman with a master’s degree in education, teaches in 
the Denmark-based Frontrunners program, an international deaf education program. 

Kirk VanGilder is an assistant professor of religion at Gallaudet University. He is a Deaf 
American theologian whose research draws upon experiences in short-term missions with 
Deaf people in Zimbabwe, Kenya, and Turkey.

Filip Verhelst, a deaf Belgian man, teaches in the Denmark-based Frontrunners program, 
an international education program.

Ole Vestergaard, a deaf Danish man, teaches in the Denmark-based Frontrunners program.

Amy T. Wilson is a professor in the Department of Education at Gallaudet University. She 
developed Gallaudet’s master’s degree program in international development and is its 
program director. She is a hearing American researcher studying how to improve devel-
opment assistance to Deaf communities in economically poor countries.  As of November 
1st, 2015, she will be leaving Gallaudet to become the director of international programs for 
deaf projects in economically poor countries with the Mill Neck Foundation. 

Rowena E. Winiarczyk, a Canadian deaf woman, is a graduate of Gallaudet University’s 
master’s program in international development. She coordinates the research and global 
projects at Gallaudet University’s Office of Research Support and International Affairs 
and  has international development experience in Panama, Slovakia, Chile, Argentina, 
Malaysia, and Việt Nam.

Mark Zaurov is a Russian-born Israeli German Deaf Jew. Currently, he is a PhD candidate 
at the University of Hamburg. His scope of research includes the Deaf Holocaust and Deaf 
Jews in the arts, sciences, and politics. 
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